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and assault the upper works at dawn. This was
done, but the works were found deserted, the Nagas
having withdrawn in the night to the Chakka Fort
far up in the Barail range overlooking the village.
Our losses in this affair were two British officers
and the Subahdar Major of the 44th S.L.L killed,
two British and two Native officers wounded, and
forty-four sepoys killed and wounded. Khonoma
was strongly garrisoned, and the rest of the force
visited and punished various other villages ; while
for months the Khonoma men held the Chakka
position and carried on a guerilla war, even raiding
as far as the Baladhan tea garden, eighty-eight miles
off in Cachar. The supplies also of the Khonoma
and Paplongmai posts were frequently interrupted
and looted, so a strict blockade of the Chakka Forts
being made and reinforcements reaching both posts,
the Nagas finally gave in and submitted on the 28th of
March, 1880. It is also conceivable that the drastic
punishment meted out by Colonel Johnstone on
Phesema village who attacked his convoys during
the winter may have somewhat taken the heart out
of the Angamis, who were in the end well punished
by fines in cash and grain, unpaid labour, the sur-
render of firearms, and demolition of defences ;
while Khonoma in addition had all its cultivated lands
confiscated, and its inhabitants dispersed among
other clans.

Since then this powerful tribe have remained quiet,
though in 1891, at the time of the Manipur rebellion,
it was found that the rebel durbar of that State was
intriguing with Khonoma, so a Sikh regiment (the
36th) was brought to Golaghat, whose presence near